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	10- Exemplary
	8-Proficient
	6-Developing
	4-Emerging
	Not At Standard

	Thesis
	-The writer’s thesis is clear and readily apparent to the reader.  The thesis is supported throughout the paper.
	-The writer has a clear thesis, but does not speak to it consistently throughout the paper.

	-The writer’s thesis is stated, but lacks justification or is not supported throughout the paper. 
	-The writer’s thesis is not consistently clear throughout the paper.
	-The writer does not present a thesis statement of any kind.

	Content
	-The writer presents a balanced presentation of relevant and accurate information that clearly 

supports the thesis statement and shows thoughtful, in-depth analysis of quotes and paraphrases.
	-The writer presents information that provides some support for a central purpose or argument and displays evidence of basic analysis of quotes and paraphrases.
	The writer presents information that occasionally supports the thesis. Analysis is basic or general and does not justify the inclusion of quotes and paraphrases. 


	-The writer presents limited information that does not support the thesis.  There is little or no analysis of quotes and paraphrases.
	-The writer does not include information from research materials and does not provide analysis that supports the thesis.

	Organization
	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence argument that answers the question and states the main idea of the paragraph. 


	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence argument that answers the question.


	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence that states one important idea in the paragraph but does not clearly answer the question.


	-Paragraph begins with a sentence that addresses the question.


	-The response lacks proper formatting and does not meet the minimum criteria for written responses.

	ProQuest Usage and Citations
(If sources are not from peer-reviewed academic journals, a maximum of 6 points are possible in this category.)


	-The writer includes more than 6 quotes and paraphrases from at least 3 peer-reviewed sources found through ProQuest.  All quotes and paraphrases are cited using proper MLA format both in-text and in a works cited page.
	-The writer includes 6 quotes and paraphrases from at least 3 peer-reviewed sources found through ProQuest.  All quotes and paraphrases are cited using proper MLA format both in-text and in a works cited page with few errors.
	-The writer includes 4-5 quotes and paraphrases from at 2-3 sources found through ProQuest.  All quotes and paraphrases are cited using proper MLA format both in-text and in a works cited page with multiple style errors.
	-The writer includes 1-3 quotes and paraphrases from at 1-2 sources found through ProQuest.  All quotes and paraphrases are cited, though MLA formatting is not strictly observed.
	-The writer includes no outside research and/or does not provide citations.

	Writing Quality

(Organization, Style, and Conventions)
	-The writer follows the five-paragraph essay format with a strong introduction, 3-5 body paragraphs, and a strong conclusion.
-Writing is exceptionally well organized and body paragraphs present evidence and analysis in a logical, organized manner.

-Writing contains few to no spelling, grammatical, or punctuation errors.
	-The writer follows the five-paragraph essay format with a strong introduction, 3-5 body paragraphs, and a strong conclusion.

-Writing is mostly well organized and body paragraphs present evidence and analysis in a logical, organized manner.

-Writing contains a few spelling, grammatical, or punctuation errors.
	-The writer loosely follows the five-paragraph essay format but does not include a hook, transitions, or a strong conclusion.
-Writing lacks some organization of evidence and analysis.  Flow is choppy at times and presents reading challenges.

-Writing contains multiple spelling, grammatical, or punctuation errors.
	-The writer utilizes separate paragraphs, but does not follow the five-paragraph essay format.  The paper lacks a clear introduction or conclusion and does not include transitions.

-Writing shows little evidence of organization of evidence and analysis.  The writer’s thoughts are unfocused and difficult to follow.

-Writing contains significant spelling, grammatical, or punctuation errors.
	-The paper has little to no formal structure.

-Evidence and analysis are either absent or not distinguishable.

-Writing contains a preponderance spelling, grammatical, or punctuation errors.
-Writing is muddled and generally unreadable.


Score _____/ 50
