Name __________________________

Date ___________________________

Per. ____________________________

Missouri Compromise Writing Assessment

Prompt

Historians have long agreed that America’s westward expansion helped bring about the Civil War by agitating the unsettled slavery controversy in the Constitution.  After reading the diary excerpt of John Quincy Adams, summarize the question of Missouri, identify two reasons why it seems to “agitate” Adams personally, and explain why he ultimately decides to support the compromise?

	
	5- Exemplary
	4-Proficient
	3-Developing
	2-Emerging

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Many (4 or more) terms/concepts are correctly used with sufficient explanation to answer question.
	Several (3) terms/concepts are correctly used with sufficient explanation to answer question.


	A few (2) terms/concepts are correctly used with sufficient explanation to answer question.
	At least one accurate idea is given to answer the question.

	Use of Evidence
	Several (3) specific and relevant pieces of evidence from the text are used to correctly answer the question.
	Some (2) specific and relevant pieces of evidence from the text are used to correctly answer the question.


	One specific and relevant piece of evidence from the text is used to correctly answer the question.
	The text is mentioned at least once in the answer.

	Organization
	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence argument that answers the question and states the main idea of the paragraph. 


	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence argument that answers the question.


	-Paragraph(s) begin with a topic sentence that states one important idea in the paragraph but does not clearly answer the question.


	-Paragraph begins with a sentence that addresses the question.



	Support for Claims, Arguments, and Ideas
	-All of the evidence discussed in the paragraph clearly supports the topic sentence.
	-Most of the evidence discussed in the paragraph clearly supports the topic sentence.
	-Some of the evidence discussed in the paragraph clearly supports the topic sentence.
	- The paragraph includes evidence that relates to the topic but does not prove the topic sentence of the paragraph.




Score _____/ 20
