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INTRODUCTION



“Korean Demilitarized Zone : Image of the Day” (Source: Jesse Allen, NASA’s Earth Observatory, Goddard Space 
Flight Center http://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/imagerecords/3000/3660/landsat_dmz_korea_lrg.jpg)

한반도 비무장지대
THE KOREAN 

DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE 

9



THE DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE (DMZ) is the 
buffer zone between 
North and South 
Korea. 11



0            5             10                       20 km

한반도 비무장지대
Korean Demilitarized Zone

(DMZ)  907Km2 

Established on July 27,1953 
with the armistice agreement .

군사분계선
Military Demarcation Line (MDL)
1,292 signs like the ones on page 48 and 49, written in 
Chinese and Korean on the north, English and Korean 
on the south are placed every 300 ~500m which forms 
the MDL.

민간인 출입 통제 구역
Civilian Control Area 
(CCA) 1,528Km2 

Established by the 8th US Army Corps in Feb 1954

민간인 출입 통제선
Civilian Control Line (CCL) 

접경 지역 
Border Region, also branded 
“Peace & Life Zone” (PLZ) by the 
Korean Tourism Organization
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr

특별 군사 지역 
Special Military Region
Areas that are 50km from the border line is 
designated as “Special Military Region” on 
the north side of the border.

+ 

개성 공업 지구
Kaesong Industrial 

Region

To
평양 Pyongyang, capital of North Korea
205 Km from Dorasan Station near DMZ 

한강 하구 수역 
“The waters of the Han River Estuary shall be open to civil shipping of 
both sides wherever one bank is controlled by one side and the other 
bank is controlled by the other side”  (Refer to Article I, point “5” pg 129)

+

서울 Seoul, capital of South Korea
56 km from Dorasan Station near 
DMZ.  One hour drive.  

+

도라산 역  Dorasan Station near DMZ

13



THE DMZ wAS ESTABLISHED 
ON JULy 27, 1953 wITH THE 
ARMISTICE AgREEMENT. 15



THE DMZ BISECTS THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA INTO: NORTH AND 
SOUTH. IT STRETCHES FOR 
250KM, 2KM ON EACH SIDE OF 
THE MILITARy DEMARCATION 
LINE (MDL). 17



THE DMZ HAS BEEN PROTECTED 
FROM URBANIZATION AND 
DEvELOPMENT FOR ALMOST 
60 yEARS. 19



THE AREA OF THE DMZ 
IS 907Km2.  ACCOUNTINg 
FOR 0.5% OF THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA. IT HAS 150% THE 
AREA OF SEOUL AND 33% THAT 
OF PyONgyANg. 21



THE DMZ IS HOME TO 
ENDANgERED ASIAN CRANES, 
BLACK-FACED SPOONBILLS, 
ANgORA gOATS, AMUR 
LEOPARDS, AND BEARS. 
ORgANIZATIONS SUCH AS 
“DMZ FORUM” ARE AIMINg TO 
HAvE THE DMZ PROCLAIMED A 
UNESCO wORLD HERITAgE SITE.“Korean Demilitarized Zone : Image of the Day”  (Source:Jesse Allen, United Nations Environment Programme. 

(2005). One Planet Many People. Division of Early Warning and Assessment, United Nations Environment 
Programme, Sioux Falls, ND.  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=36231) 23



“Korean Demilitarized Zone : Image of the Day”  (Source:Jesse Allen, United Nations Environment Programme. 
(2005). One Planet Many People. Division of Early Warning and Assessment, United Nations Environment 
Programme, Sioux Falls, ND.  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=36231)

THE DMZ IS NOT FREE FROM 
HUMAN EXPLOITATION. NASA 
SATELLITE IMAgERy HAS 
REvEALED MULTIPLE BURN 
SCARS IN THE AREA RELATED 
TO MILITARy SURvEILLANCE 
OPERATIONS.  25



Source: “Land Mines Remain Issue in Korea” Rachel Stohl, http://www.cdi.org/dm/2000/issue5/Landmines.html
Quoting Center for Defense Information report

ACCORDINg TO “CENTER 
FOR DEFENSE INFORMATION” 
REPORT, THERE ARE AN 
ESTIMATED 2.2 MILLION LAND 
MINES wITHIN AND ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE DMZ. 27



BACKGROUND



<  한반도 비무장지대
     THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE 

31



Introduction

Long before the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945) and before the 
DMZ was established as a result of the Korean War (June 25, 1950 
to July 27, 1953), the 38th parallel was discussed as a proposed line 
for delimiting Russian and Japanese influence in the peninsula in the 
late 19th century. Polarized political ideologies in Korea following its 
independence from Japanese colonization caused the Korean War, 
one of the first proxy wars between superpowers. 

The ideological contestation between communist powers China and 
the Soviet Union, and the free world led by the U.S. left behind the 
demilitarized zone (DMZ), 250 Km (160 miles) long and 4 Km (2.5 
miles) wide, that is 907 km2 (224,125 acres).  This area accounts 
for about 0.5% of the Korean peninsula. To this day the Military 
Demarcation Line (MDL) runs through the center of DMZ and divides 
the communist North from the capitalist South. Technically, the two 
Koreas are still at war, and are only under a temporary armistice that 
was signed in 1953. 

Given the DMZ’s relative freedom from human intervention in the past 
60 years, it has become one of the most bio-diverse areas in Korea, 
perhaps in the world. Starting in the early 2000s, many calls and 
proposals have been made to conserve and preserve the area as a 
national or international peace park. The DMZ is however not free from 
other depredations: according to the United Nations Environment 
Programme report, for example, multiple burn scars linked to military 
surveillance operations in DMZ have been revealed through NASA’s 
Landsat 7 satellite. Furthermore, several organized DMZ tourist 
operations offer limited access to it on the South Korean side.

Beyond existing history, security concerns, and ecologically themed 
tourism and other moneymaking ventures, what more can the DMZ 
become? What Can it do? Can it be a more productive landscape, 
harness energy or become a cultural asset that creates value for 
North and South Korea? Alike, can it foster collaboration between the 
two Koreas? or to put it differently: what should it not be? Ultimately, 
elaborate mapping of the DMZ and its surrounding environment 
through the lens of current touristic operations can be used to provoke 
thoughts and envision the DMZ’s alternate future, speculating its 
potential transformation to an asset from a barrier.

Night satellite imagery of the Korean peninsula displaying a stark contrast between North and South Korea 
divided by the DMZ  (Source: NASA, http://rst.gsfc.nasa.gov/Front/overview2.html graphic annotations by author) 33



Research Background

This study is an attempt to better understand the DMZ beyond the 
political border, physical barrier, military buffer, and container of 
biodiversity, and understand its complex spatial operations. After the 
Korean War, the “38th parallel line” became more fixed in a different 
form. How and who drew the Military Demarcation Line (MDL) that 
makes up the DMZ? Why was it constructed? How is it maintained?  

With these questions in mind, this Penny White award study focused 
its investigation on the current tourism industry flourishing  around the 
DMZ on the South Korean side, and how we can start to read it in a 
more productive and meaningful way. 

What kind of touristic operations are taking place? How do they impact 
the contiguous 4.8 to 20 Km (3 to 12 miles) wide Civilian Control Area 
(CCA)?  What do the estimated 1.2 million land mines on the South 
Korean side represent to these touristic operations, and the future of 
these territories and especially their settlement patterns? 

Burn scars in the DMZ captured by NASA Landsat 7 satellite, “Korean Demilitarized Zone”   
(Source: NASA “Image of the Day” http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=3623) 35



THE TOURS
관광
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 Refer to page number for further information

 Average number of tourists per year ( in millions)



Source: “DMZ: Cold War Front or Tourist Attraction?” The Korea Times, February 23, 2010
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/special/2010/02/139_61302.html

관광

TOURISM

More than 100,000 tourists have 
passed through the joint security 
area (JSA) on strictly organized 
tours. Many of these tourists are 
Japanese, Chinese, American 
and European. Typically, South 
Koreans are not allowed on the 
JSA tours for security reasons. 
However, almost 4 million visitors 
including South Koreans visit 
the Imjin Pyungwha Nuri park 
(meaning Peace World park, see 
pg.115) near the DMZ in Paju 
annually. 

WGS 84 Coordinates:  37°47’27.86” N, 126°40’44.97” EWGS 84 Coordinates: 37°33′55.71″ N, 126°58′50.56″ E
May 11, 2011  07:29May 11, 2011  07:00

43

서울 롯데 호텔

LOTTE HOTEL 
SEOUL
Tours to the DMZ set out from 
various hotels in Seoul, catering 
mostly to foreign tourists. 
Many of the tour sites are also 
accessible by private car and 
some include limited public 
transportation for domestic 
tourists. However, most of tours 
are in group tours, especially 
the ones closer to or in the 
DMZ.



Source: “2010 도로교통량 통계연보” (2010 Road Traffic Volume Year Book, Ministry of Transport and Maritime 
affairs)  http://stat.mltm.go.kr/portal/stat/yearReport.do

이동

MOvEMENT

Juxtapositions and 
contradictions set the tone for 
the borderlands. Deceptively 
smooth expressways 
run continuously parallel 
to enclosures. Being 
psychologically aware that 
these expressways terminate 
abruptly somewhere, slows 
one down with anxiety before 
one physically arrives at any 
terminus.

자유로

FREEDOM 
EXPRESSwAy
This ironically named 
expressway connects the 
capital city of Seoul to Paju 
City, near the DMZ. It is one 
of the most heavily traveled 
expressways in South Korea, 
with an average daily traffic 
volume of 270,000 vehicles 
in 2010.

WGS 84 Coordinates:   37° 48’1.16” N, 126° 40’54.26” EWGS 84 Coordinates:   37°48’15.52”N, 126°41’1.12”E
May 11, 2011  15:15May 11, 2011  15:14

45



경고

wARNINg 
The first sentence of the 
“Visitor Declaration” form 
upon entering the JSA reads:

“The visit to the Joint Security 
Area at Panmunjom will entail 
[sic] into a hostile area and the 
possibility of injury or death 
as a direct result of enemy 
action.” 
(Refer to “Visitor Declaration” pg 158)

판문점

PANMUNJOM
The United Nations Command 
Military Armistice Commission 
(UNCMAC) conference building 
is located within the Joint 
Security area in the middle of the 
DMZ. Talks between North and 
South Korean officials are held 
here. The building is theoretically 
divided into two, North and 
South, but both takes turns in 
sharing the building.

WGS 84 Coordinates:  37°57’21.40”N, 126°40’37.34”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  37°57’21.40”N, 126°40’37.34”E
May 11, 2011  14:18May 11, 2011  14:33

Refer to “appendices,” pg 139, for futher details on the function of the UNCMC. 47



돌아오지 않는 다리 

BRIDgE OF NO 
RETURN 
“The Bridge of No Return” crosses over 
the Military Demarcation Line (MDL) 
between North and South Korea. It is 
located in the JSA and was last used as a 
checkpoint for the exchange of prisoners 
of war. Upon release, they had to decide 
which side to join, and was never allowed 
to cross back. It was also where the U.S. 
Pueblo crew crossed over upon their 
release in December 23, 1968. This bridge 
made such a deep imprint on the Korean 
imaginary that it became the setting for a 
famous Korean movie titled “JSA.”

보다, 포착 하다, 기록하다 

SEE, 
CAPTURE, 
RECORD
The DMZ is a site of 
immense attention, a surreal 
expression of spatial control  
ideals. This spatial order 
constructs an atmosphere 
that invites scrutiny and 
investigation beyond daily 
routine observation.

WGS 84 Coordinates: 37°57’21.42”N, 126°40’18.39”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  37°57’21.42”N, 126°40’18.39”E
May 11, 2011  14:21May 11, 2011  14:33
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파주시 조산리 대성동 “자유 마을”   

DAESUNg-DONg 
“FREEDOM vILLAgE”
This is the only South Korean Village 
within the DMZ. only the original residents 
and their direct descendants are allowed 
to reside there. The 50 families who live 
there, comprising 200 people boast an 
average household income of US$70,000. 
They have exclusive access to agricultural 
lands with tax exemptions. Male residents 
are also exempt from military duty. Access 
in and out of the “Freedom” village is 
highly restricted for both inhabitants 
and visitors. They also are subject to a 
midnight curfew.

개성시 평화리 기정동 “평화촌” 

KIJONg-DONg 
“PEACE vILLAgE”
Widely known to South Koreans and 
Westerners alike as a “propaganda 
village,” it is one of two villages within the 
DMZ that was allowed to stay in place 
following the Armistice Agreement. The 
160m (524ft) tall flagpole, until recently the 
tallest in the world, was a response to the 
85m (279ft) flagpole South Koreans built in 
Daesung “Freedom Village” on the South 
side in 1980. According to the tour guides, 
the Peace Village is a ghost town. with no 
night lights. only military personnel is ever 
seen.

WGS 84 Coordinates:    37° 54’ 31.40” N, 126° 42’ 16.46” EWGS 84 Coordinates:    37° 54’ 31.40” N, 126° 42’ 16.46” E
May 11, 2011  12:33May 11, 2011  12:32
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제 3 땅굴

THIRD 
INFILTRATION 
TUNNEL
This tunnel was discovered in 
october of 1978. It is one of 
four infiltration tunnels known to 
the public. The location of the 
1635m-long tunnel is about 44km, 
less than a hour’s drive, from 
Seoul. It has become a popular 
“security tour” site attracting many 
foreign tourists, Korean soldiers, 
and students.

땅굴

INFILTRATION 
TUNNELS
It is estimated by experts who study 
North Korean infiltration tunnels, that 
there are more than 20 infiltration 
tunnels dug by the North Koreans, 
with the purpose of invading the 
South. Each is said to be capable of 
allowing the passage of more than 
30,000 troops per hour. only four 
of these tunnels have been officially 
discovered and open to the public. 
North Koreans continue to deny 
building these tunnels.

WGS 84 Coordinates: 37°55’1.00”N, 126°41’56.31”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  37°55’1.00”N, 126°41’56.31”E
May 11, 2011  11:02May 11, 2011  10:50

53



대통령 방문

PRESIDENTS
 
Former South Korean president 
Kim Dae-Jung and his U.S. 
counterpart George W. Bush 
signed the railroad ties at 
Dorasan Station, wishing for 
peace and unification. During 
his visit to the DMZ in 1993, 
former U.S president Bill Clinton 
described it as being the 
“scariest place on Earth.” 

도라산역

DORASAN STATION
Dorasan station is the northernmost 
railway station in South Korea. It 
is part of the Gyeongui line and 
was opened in 2002 after being 
disconnected for 52 years. In 2007 
goods from South Korea were 
shipped to the Kaesong Industrial 
Complex. However, operations 
were halted after the North Koreans 
closed the border crossing when 
a South Korean conservative 
government was elected in 2008.

WGS 84 Coordinates: 37°53’57.06”N, 126°42’36.42”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  37°53’57.06”N, 126°42’36.42”E
May 11, 2011  12:58May 11, 2011  12:48
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펀치 볼

PUNCH BOwL

This land formation is called 
the “Punch Bowl” because 
it resembles a large bowl. It 
was the site of fierce battles 
during the Korean War. Many 
dreadful battles were fought 
along the border to secure 
strategic advantages. Most 
of the three-year long Korean 
War was fought near these 
territories.

을지 전망대

EULJI 
OBSERvATORy
The observatory is located 1,049m 
(3,442ft) above sea level. Like many 
other military installations within 
the CCA, it is only accessible after 
a security check-in. Young military 
personnel give a detailed security 
briefing once the tourists arrive at 
the observatory. Many Guard Posts 
(G.P.) of North and South Korea 
can be seen from the observatory, 
but no photography is allowed.

WGS 84 Coordinates: 38°19’41.76”N, 128° 7’35.10”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  38°19’41.76”N, 128° 7’35.10”E
May 10, 2011  15:01May 10, 2011  13:32
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출입 확인서

ENTRy 
CERTIFICATE
 
RULES To FoLLoW :

- Do not park or stop within the CCA

- No taking of photos or videos of military  
  installations is allowed

- Hunting and gathering is prohibitied

- Checkout before 17.00 hours in winter, 

  18.00 hours in summer. 

제 4 땅굴

FOURTH 
INFILTRATION 
TUNNEL
The fourth and last officially 
discovered infiltration tunnel was 
discovered on March 3, 1990. It 
was unique in that it was the first 
one to be found in the eastern 
region of the border. The 1.7 x 1.7m 
(5’6”x 5’6”) tunnel was found 145m 
(475ft) below ground. It is identical 
in construction to the second and 
third infiltration tunnels.

WGS 84 Coordinates:  38°17’23.99”N, 128° 8’42.60”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  38°18’38.37”N, 128° 7’20.01”E
May 10, 2011  13:20May 10, 2011  16:50
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주의 사항 

wARNINgS
More rules: from the reverse side of the tour ticket

1.  No stopping or leaving the vehicle except at    
     designated points

2.  Follow the instructions of the guides and military
     personel

3.  Drinking, singing, and dancing is not permitted

4.  Photographing of military installations or during 
     transportation is not permitted

5.  No firearms, video recorders, zoom lens cameras, 
     alcohol, nor fishing equipment are permitted 

6.  We are not civilly nor penally responsible for personal 
     and property damage due to unexpected accidents 
     (Gunshots, explosions, vehicular accidents). 

* You will be referred to relevant legislation should you 
not comply with the above.

철원 철의 삼각전적지 견학

CHEORwON
Tours leave four times a day, taking 
a three hour trip to the Goseokjeong  
Pavilion, the second infiltration 
tunnel, the peace observatory, 
Woljeongri Railway Station, and the 
old Labour Party building. The tour 
thus combines natural, historical 
and security sites. As opposed to 
the Joint Security Area, which is 
mainly restricted to foreigners, this 
tour is open and accessible to South 
Koreans. It is however, limited to the 
CCA and does not take visitors into 
the DMZ itself.

WGS 84 Coordinates:  38°11’6.47”N, 127°17’16.13”EWGS 84 Coordinates:  38°18’33.31”N, 127°15’4.72”E
May 29, 2011  10:10 - 16:00May 29, 2011  10:10 - 16:00
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노란 “사진선”

THE yELLOw 
“PHOTO LINE”
Tour sites within the CCA 
and near the DMZ are 
often closed when tensions 
between the two Koreas 
escalate. These closures have 
an enormous impact on the 
daily life of locals, especially 
those who rely on tourism for 
a livelihood. The random and 
unpredictable nature of the 
closures has substantial short 
and long-term socioeconomic 
impact.

네비게이션

gLOBAL 
POSITIONINg 
SySTEM
Many locations within the CCA 
and near the DMZ are not 
displayed by South Korean GPS 
equipment for security reasons.  
However, with increased internet 
access and GPS positioning 
technology enabled through 
widespread smartphones, your 
location is pinpointed on Google 
or Bing maps.  This securtity 
measure then starts to erode.

WGS 84 Coordinates:  37°54’31.40”N, 126°42’16.46”EWGS 84 Coordinates: 38°15’34.45”N, 128° 9’41.69”E
May 10, 2011  10:37May 10, 2011  15:30
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금강산 관광

MT. KEUMKANg 
TOURS
After a 45-year disconnect, 
South Korean tourists were able 
to travel to Mount Keumkang 
first by cruise ships and as of 
2003, on the newly connected 
roads by bus. By late 2008, 
more than 1.95 million people 
had travelled to Mount 
Keumkang. Tours came to a 
full stop when a South Korean 
tourist was shot dead by a North 
Korean soldier in July, 2008.

고성 통일 전망대

UNIFICATION 
OBSERvATORy 
Since its opening in 1984, more 
than 28 million people have 
visited the observatory. That 
equivalent to 1 million visitors per 
year, who have a spectacular 
view of the East Sea and the 
famous Mount Keumkang on 
the North side. Many separated 
families visit the observatory on 
special occasions to be closer to 
their families in North Korea.

WGS 84 Coordinates:  38°35’10.46”N, 128°22’34.12”EWGS 84 Coordinates: 37° 33′ 55.71″ N, 126° 58′ 50.56″ E
June 06, 2011  16:35June 06, 2011  16:32
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TYPOLOGIES
유형





MILITARy BASE CAMPS NEAR 
THE DMZ IN SOUTH KOREA 
Although DMZ stands for “Demilitarized Zone,” this border is 
amongst the most militarized and fortified in the world, with 
North Korea having more than1.1 million active troops and 
8.3 million reserve and South Korea having 0.69 million active 
troops and 8.0 million in reserve, mostly concentrated near 
the DMZ. The United States also have 28,500 active troops 
stationed in South Korea.   

71



wARNINg SIgNS
Warning and restriction signs mark the landscape of the 
DMZ and its surrounding territories. They not only serve as a 
reminders of where one is, but change how one perceives the 
surrounding landscape and its built environment. The effect 
is that of Jeremy Bentham’s Panopticon: one feels as if one 
were being watched all the time. It makes one question oneself 
before taking any photo or moving freely. 

73



“He who is subjected to a field of visibility, and who 
knows it, assumes responsibility for the constraints 
of power; he makes them play spontaneously upon 
himself; he inscribes in himself the power relation in 
which he simultaneously plays both roles; he becomes 

the principle of his own subjection”

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punishment. Vintage Books, New York: 1995
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“South Korea’s Overpasses to Nowhere Remain Part of Defense Strategy” By Jon Rabiroff  
(Source:http://www.stripes.com/news/s-korea-s-overpasses-to-nowhere-remain-part-of-defense-strate-
gy-1.106886)

ANTI-TANK BARRICADE SySTEM
The normal primary connective function of the road is 
perceived in the DMZ as a weak defense. This inherent 
weakness is countered by “North Korean speed bumps” 
known as the “rock drops.” The intension of which is to slow 
down an eventual land invasion by exploding huge concrete 
blocks down on to the road. Installed mostly in 1979-80, the 
system is now seen as obsolete. Nevertheless, they are still in 
place which activates the latent memory and probabilities of 
war.

77



BORDER LANDSCAPES
Spanning 250 km laterally from its west to east coast, the 
DMZ frames a variety of ecological zones and landscapes. 
Its absence of urbanization has sparked nature conservation 
groups such as “The DMZ Forum: for Peace and Nature 
Conservation” to preserve and protect its unique biological and 
cultural resources. Their goal is to have the DMZ designated 
a UNESCo World Heritage Site. Research and awareness is 
also ongoing in the area, seeking ways to support ecotourism 
and other activities compatible with the region’s ecology.

79



“Borders, then, are rather strange hybrid entities: they 
are irreal [sic] as discursively constructed, but they can 
be embodied in physical things like walls. In contrast 
with boundaries and borderlands, but in common with 
border-lines, borders are ideal and eidetic; they are 
constituted by words (typically written, though these 
are sometimes based on official oral discussions: in 
both cases, their meanings are irreal [sic] as semantic 
entities), or by images (as with border-lines considered 

as drawn features in the maps that depict them).”

Casey, E. S. “Border versus Boundary at La Frontera”, 
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space  2011, Volume 29, pg 390
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IMAgES OF HOPE
Cast against frightful tensions and a dark history of war, 
images of hope, and reconciliation are cropping up  along 
the DMZ tour routes. They are often emotional calls for 
reunification, humanitarian empathy, economic improvements, 
and other messages of peace. A sign installed by the Ministry 
of Unification of South Korea in Dorasan Station, near the DMZ 
reads: “Not the last station from the South, but the first station 
toward the North.”  But who are the people yearning for 
unification? The separated families? Who else does it matter 
to? Who would benefit from it? Who wouldn’t? Is reunification 
inevitable? Will the current situation perpetuate itself? How can 
positive change be jumpstarted?     
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“The only certain thing about war is uncertainty.”

Kim Byungki, International Relations Professor at Korea University
South Korea’s Overpasses to Nowhere Remain Part of Defense Strategy by Jon Rabiroff  
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